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which he described with meticulous and loving care are either already de-
stroyed, or threatened with destruction. Hawthorne's descriptions of the
old English landmarks, which might have seemed tedious and almost
irrelevant in another, happier time, now acquire, with the tragic change
of .circumstances, a relevancy new and poignant.

#   *   *   *

The plan of the present edition follows closely that of The American
Notebooks. I have tried to reproduce the original manuscripts with exact-
ness, preserving all peculiarities of paragraphing, punctuation, and spell-
ing, except for a single departure: namely, in order to avoid possible
confusion, I have taken the liberty of regularizing the spelling (occasionally
heterodox) of proper names. What was said in the Preface to The
American Notebooks of the history and general appearance of the manu-
scripts is applicable here, except that the inked-out passages are some-
what fewer. As in the former volume, manuscript page numbers are en-
closed in brackets, page references to the present work are printed in
italics, and all references to Hawthorne's works, unless otherwise indi-
cated, are to the Riverside edition, edited by George Parsons Lathrop.

I am extremely grateful to the trustees of the Pierpont Morgan Library
for permission to publish the original manuscripts and to Miss Belle da
Costa Greene and other members of the staff of the Pierpont Morgan Li-
brary for their generous aid ; to Mr. H. W. L. Dana, the Rev. Mr. U. S.
Milburn, and the Henry E. Huntington Library for permission to quote
from manuscript letters by Hawthorne, and to the New York Public Li-
brary for permission to quote from manuscript letters by Una Hawthorne ;
to Mr. Norman Holmes Pearson and Professors J. B. Hubbell and
Stanley T. Williams for helpful suggestions; to Brown University and
the American Council of Learned Societies for grants-in-aid which made
publication possible ; and to the Modem Language Association of America,
particularly to the Committee on Research Activities, for the Association's
sponsorship of this volume.
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